
WE HAVE EACH OTHER

Who qualifies for assistance?

How do we raise funds?

Who are the  
Goodfellows?

What do we do?

Why do we do it?

How did it start?

How can you help?

By Iris D. Thompson, Southfield Goodfellows President
I absolutely love the Christmas season, the picturesque view of everything covered in glistening snow…

with the exception of the roads, of course. In spite of it being brisk outside, I feel all warm inside. Red, green, 
silver, and gold decorations and twinkling lights cascading from as far as the eye can see. The sounds of chil-
dren laughing. Yummy cookies, chocolates, and other holiday treats to nibble. People seem to smile more as 
you pass them on the street. It is truly the season of love, fellowship, and giving. It is a time for families and 
friends to gather to enjoy good food and good conversation. It is a time to catch up, to reminisce on old times, 
and share hopes and dreams for the future. These are a few of my favorite things. After all, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year.” 

This joyous holiday is also for the children. Snowmen abound and houses are lit and decorated with oversized, animatronic inflat-
able characters to draw more attention for the man of the hour. During the later hours of Christmas Eve, kids take over the kitchen 
to bake cookies only for “you-know-who.” There is the anticipation of Santa Claus coming to town and leaving presents. However, 
the seniors have a special place in our hearts, too. As our motto states, “No child or senior should be forgotten at the holiday season.”

In 2013, my family gathered to celebrate my grandparents’ 72nd wedding anniversary. After lots of food and laughter, my brother 
asked my then-91-year-old grandmother to tell his son what it was like when she was a girl. She told stories of growing up during 
The Great Depression with her seven younger siblings. She was responsible for looking after her brothers and sisters, which did not 
allow her much time to be a kid. Though times were hard for this family of 10, they still managed to have good times and create great 
memories. My 94-year-old grandfather’s childhood was similar. He, too, was the eldest of his siblings, the big brother to five. Both 
came from strong families, and they had each other. 

Over the course of their long marriage, my grandparents raised a family that has grown to 20 members. We come together every 
holiday and every birthday, but we also come together when one of us is in need. Over the past 30 years, my grandparents faced a 
number of illnesses, three of which were different types of cancers. And through it all, they had each other, but they also had all of 
us—two daughters, three grandchildren plus their spouses, nine great-grandchildren, and one great-great grandchild—to care for 
them and love them.

As the eldest in both of their families, my grandparents were tasked with the care of their siblings. Sadly, in 2016, my grandfather 
passed. My grandmother felt alone, having lost her husband and being the sole surviving member of her immediate family. That led 
me to thinking about the seniors in our community. They may be in Southfield or Lathrup Village all alone, too, without their families. 
After all, many have settled here from distant lands. Some speak little or no English, making them feel even more isolated. I imagine 
it must be challenging and lonely for them, especially at this time of year.

Our world is more connected than ever before thanks to the internet, but we are also much more fragmented, maintaining in-
timate relationships with an astonishingly small number of people compared to the large amounts we now have the ability to build 
community with. According to a 2018 Pew Research study, only 31 percent of Americans know all or most of their neighbors. When 
you look at urban neighborhoods specifically, the statistics are even more disappointing, with only 24 percent knowing at least some 
of their fellow residents. Additionally, among our friend circles, very few of us have close connections to people who are drastically 
different from us in terms of race, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, etc. It seems that many of us view the world around us 
through a thick pane of glass, never making the effort to open the window or even, more radically, break it. And as a result, our seniors 
tend to suffer the most.

But there is something we can do: We can reach out to the seniors in our community. After all, kindness is universal. Our seniors 
have much to offer us. We can benefit from their years of knowledge and experiences. They are our untapped treasures. Let’s embrace 
them as parts of our extended families. I am truly blessed to say that through my work with The Southfield Goodfellows, I have had 
the pleasure to meet and grow with a wide range of people from Southfield/Lathrup Village and beyond, and many of them have been 
much older than me. Every moment I’ve spent speaking with an elder, whether they were Goodfellows recipients or volunteers, has 
been a precious gift, and everyone would benefit from taking the steps to broaden their horizons in a similar way.

Please be a blessing to others and share with them what you can this holiday season. A monetary gift of any size would truly help 
our cause of supporting our seniors and families who are struggling financially and emotionally. Remember: True abundance isn’t 
measured by what you have, but rather by what you give. Please make your check or money order payable to the Southfield Goodfellows 
and mail it to P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037-2336.  If you prefer to donate securely online, go to www.southfieldgoodfellows.
org. Thank you for caring. Be blessed, and Happy Holidays! If you have any questions or need additional information, please call and 
leave a message on our 24-hour voicemail at 248-788-5899.

The Southfield Goodfellows receive confidential recommendations from social workers, school personnel, religious institutions, 
police and fire departments, and concerned citizens to identify both families and individuals in need of assistance in the Southfield 
and Lathrup Village communities. All qualified applicants receive food boxes and grocery store gift cards (if funds are available).

The City of Southfield Human Services Department prescreens each application for eligibility based on federal poverty guidelines 
as established by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

We encourage applicants to pick up an application (starting immediately in September) from the Southfield Human Services 
Department located at 26000 Evergreen Road, Southfield, MI 48037. You may call their office at (248) 796-4540 for directions.

Website access is available at: http://www.cityofsouthfield.com/departments/human-services, or go to our website at  
http://www.southfieldgoodfellows.org/application.html.

Applications for consideration from Southfield and Lathrup Village residents only needed to be submitted, along with the 
required documentation, no later than 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 17, 2019. Unfortunately, we cannot make any exceptions.

As an all-volunteer nonprofit organization, the Southfield 
Goodfellows solicits charitable contributions in a number of 
ways.

Each year, we solicit donations from area businesses and 
residents. In the fall, the Southfield Goodfellows Newsletter is 
sent to homes and businesses in the Southfield and Lathrup 
Village area. On the Monday after Thanksgiving, the Southfield 
Goodfellows Newspaper is sold. The newsletter and newspaper 
are our main sources of revenue.

Last year, we raised nearly $14,000 to purchase food, cloth-
ing, and gifts for 958 Southfield and Lathrup Village residents 
in need.

This year, because Thanksgiving Day will occur later in the 
month than usual, the Southfield Goodfellows Newspaper will 
be sold throughout Southfield and Lathrup Village on Monday, 
December 2, 2019.

Additional charitable contributions are gladly accepted 
anytime, through our website at www.southfieldgoodfellows.org, 
or by mailing checks or money orders (payable to Southfield 
Goodfellows) to P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037. We may 
be contacted 24 hours a day, seven days a week, via our voicemail 
at (248) 788-5899.

The Southfield Goodfellows Organization is an all volunteer 
nonprofit organization, made up of everyday people like you and 
your neighbors.

We raise funds to assist low-income families with or without 
children and seniors in the Southfield and Lathrup Village com-
munities during the December Holiday Season. The Southfield 
Goodfellows also provide assistance to individuals year-round 
through the City of Southfield Human Services Department’s 
Urgent Needs Program.

Our main motivation is the desire to assist families in our 
community that are experiencing short- or long-term financial 
difficulties during the Christmas Holiday Season. Our primary 
goal is to assure that no child or senior in Southfield or Lathrup 
Village is forgotten during this special time of year.

Over 70 years ago, Southfield Township recognized the 
need to assist a small number of families for the holiday sea-
son. This group chose to pursue their mission by emulating the 
traditional Goodfellows program. Since those early beginnings, 
Southfield and Lathrup Village each have become incorporated 
cities whose needs have grown along with their populations.

There are plenty of opportunities for the community to participate in assisting the Southfield Goodfellows. You can: 
• Donate money to the Southfield Goodfellows for the purchase of clothing gift cards for children and food gift cards for 
families to supplement the items collected and purchased.

• Sponsor a “Giving Tree.” The Southfield Goodfellows will provide your organization with paper holiday ornament tags 
each listing the first name, age, and gender of a specific child in the community so you can purchase new items you think 
they would like or select from a suggested wish list.

• Sew, purchase, knit, or crochet doll clothes. The Southfield Goodfellows purchases dolls that individuals and/or groups 
then dress for gifts.

Any one of these activities is a great way for either groups or individuals to lend a helping hand. To help the Southfield Goodfel-
lows or to receive further information, please contact us via mail at Southfield Goodfellows, P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037; 
phone at (248) 788-5899; or our website at www.southfieldgoodfellows.org.

Iris D. Thompson

Southfield Area
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The Giving Tree

Dolls, Dolls, and More Dolls!

Southfield Goodfellows Food Campaign

Thanks and Appreciation

Officers, Directors,  
Coordinators, and Board 
Members

We wish to extend a very special thanks to all 
volunteers who helped make this effort possible.

Schedule of EventsThe 2018 “Giving Tree” participants included 26 businesses, organizations, 
churches, and individuals. The “Giving Tree” activity continues to be an exciting part 

of our program, as it has been for many years. 
The Southfield Goodfellows work with volun-
teers to create paper holiday ornaments. Each 
ornament includes the first name, age, gender, 
and a wish list of suggested items for the specific 
recipient.

The ornaments and wish lists are forwarded 
to churches, businesses, and other organizations 
for distribution to their employees/members 
who wish to participate in the program. All that 
is required is that there be at least one newly 
purchased and gift wrapped (or gift bagged) 
item for each child. The ornament is then at-
tached to the gift so that it can be routed to the 

appropriate child on Distribution Day. Anyone wishing to provide more than one 
item from the wish list is more than welcome. We have had some generous partici-
pants purchase everything on a child’s wish list. Just remember, we can only accept 
newly purchased items.

Thanks to the generosity of our Giving Tree donors, in 2018 the Southfield 
Goodfellows was able to provide 416 children with toys and gifts. Our “Giving Tree” 
program is the only one of its kind among Detroit-area Goodfellow chapters.

The Southfield Goodfellows organization has some of the most gorgeous, well-dressed 
dolls around. Each year, in families receiving assistance from the Southfield Goodfellows, girls 
ages 4 to 10 can elect to receive a doll along with their other holiday gifts. Once the choice is 
made, the Southfield Goodfellows, along with their volunteer “elves,” go to work sewing, knit-
ting, and purchasing items for dressing the dolls.

Work begins in late summer, when the dolls are purchased by the Southfield Goodfellows. 
Volunteers temporarily adopt the dolls and accept responsibility for dressing them (the dolls 
are delivered in their panties, shoes and socks).

The dressed dolls are returned to the Southfield Goodfellows Doll Coordinator by Thanks-
giving with some of the most beautiful outfits that one can imagine, all donated by the volun-
teers. In 2018, the Southfield Goodfellows distributed 117 finely dressed dolls.

Volunteer participation in this program continues to be outstanding.

The Southfield Goodfellows distributed 5,040 pounds of food donated from Forgotten Harvest. Food collected in 2018 served 
958 recipients consisting of 370 families – 206 senior families and families without children and 164 families with 416 children 
living in Southfield and Lathrup Village.

We are extremely grateful to those who so generously continue to support the accomplishments of the Southfield Goodfellows. 
It takes countless hours of preparation to ensure the success of this organization. Sincere thanks and appreciation for in-kind 
contributions from the following supporters:

• Nick Prokop and Transwestern Property Management for the use of the distribution center.

• Jim Ratza of Utica Rent-All for delivery and pickup of tables and chairs, and Meijer and Sam’s Club for shopping carts 
and flat beds. Southfield Fire Department for newspaper sale assistance and toy/gift pickup, Southfield Emergency Management 
Department for distribution day traffic control, and Southfield Human Services for application processing.

• Forgotten Harvest Food Bank for their assistance with food for recipients and Southfield public and charter schools for their 
participation in various fundraisers and toy drives.

• Bank of New York, City of Southfield, Denso, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, First Baptist Church, ImageSoft Inc., John 
Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church, Karen Sleboda, Lathrup Women’s Club, Lawrence Technological University, Michigan First Credit 
Union, Open Market, DeRoy & Devereaux, SKBK – Sotherby’s, Southfield Education Association, Vibe Credit Union, AARP- 
Southfield Chapter, Allyson Bettis, Altimetrik, BASF, Power Home Remodel, MacArthur K-8 University Academy, Gabriel 
Roeder Smith & Co., Roloni’s Boutique, Raven Braswell, and Sydnee Thompson for their generous donations of toys and gifts.

• Renee Bryant, Beverly Tucker and John Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church, Mary Haraway, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Sterling 
Place Retirement Community, Sharon Hall, and Denise Ruff for being doll dressers.

• AHT, LLC, Allie Bros., Inc., Get It & Go Fitness, Ele-Peagler, LLC, Haber Cleaners, Munson Cleaners, Novara Tesija, 
PLLC, Vassel’s Catering Banquet Hall, Debbie Arndt, The Rankin Family, Mayor Siver, and Shades of Sydnee for newspaper 
advertising; Debbie Arndt, Ron Marceau, Mayor Kenson Siver, Fulton Smith, Clarence Stone, Sydnee Thompson, and Keith Way 
for selling our fundraiser newspapers.

• Special thanks to Mayor Kenson Siver, Southfield Parks & Recs, Future Reproductions, GEMS & JEWELS, Alpha Phi 
Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, Meadowbrook Insurance and Church of Transfiguration; Beverly Johnson for providing assistance to the 
President and Directors of Toys and Gifts; and the building owners and managers for newspaper sales day, the volunteers for news-
paper sales, the doll wrappers, gift sorters and packers, the food sorters and packers, and the many Distribution Day participants.

Thanks and appreciation to others we might have forgotten to mention, including those who provide assistance after this 
publication. Please know that we could not do this without you!

President   Iris D. Thompson
Vice President   MaryAnn O’Rourke
Recording Secretary   Janice Berry
Corresponding Secretary   Beverly Johnson
Treasurer   Beverly Hawks
Director of Food Acquisition & Distribution   Fulton Smith
Director of Newsletter   Sydnee Thompson
Director of Newspaper Publication   Sydnee Thompson
Directors of Toys and Gifts   MaryAnn O’Rourke

Coordinators:
Dolls   Beverly Tucker
Human Services   Rhonda Terry 
Webmaster   Shakela Smith

Board Members:
Deborah Arndt Mechelle Robertson
Nikki Phillips Orza Robertson

August 18 Mail applications to previous 
 candidates, recipients, churches, 
 and senior citizen apartments

August 18 Holiday Assistance Application
 available on Human Services and 
 Southfield Goodfellows  websites

August 18 Mail applications to schools for
 distribution to students

October 17 Final date for submitting applications
 4:00 p.m. sharp

November 1 Volunteers sort and pack food boxes
thru  at the Distribution Center
December 5

December 2 Sell Goodfellows Newspapers

November  Pick up and receive new toys
26-29 and gifts from donors

December Deliver to senior buildings
10-11 

November 30-  Volunteers sort and package gifts
December 1 & at the Distribution Center
December 7-8  

December 14  Distribution Day (volunteers must be
 no younger than 14)


