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Goals

How We Serve

Who We Are

The Need

How To HelpHistory

The Southfield Goodfellows is an all-volunteer, nonprofit 
501(c)(3) organization. The primary goal of the Southfield 
Goodfellows is to assure that no child in Southfield or 
Lathrup Village is forgotten during the Holiday Season. 
We also assist in meeting the food requirements of needy 
families and senior citizens in the community at this special 
time of year.

Our secondary goal is to provide assistance to individuals 
year-round through our Urgent Needs Program. This 
assistance for unforeseen hardship is conducted on a case-
by-case basis, as long as funds are available. The City of 
Southfield Human Services Department manages the 
program on behalf of the Southfield Goodfellows.

The Southfield Goodfellows receive recommendations 
from social workers, school personnel, religious 
institutions, police and fire departments, and concerned 
citizens to identify both families and individuals in need 
in the Southfield and Lathrup Village communities. A 
case worker at the City of Southfield Human Services 
Department reviews these recommendations and arranges 
for the submission of Request for Assistance forms to the 
Southfield Goodfellows in order to qualify applicants.

All qualified applicants receive food boxes and/or food/

gift cards (if funds are available). Families with children, 
enrolled in high school and younger, also receive gifts and 
clothing gift cards for each child. This is accomplished 
through fundraising events and donations from schools, 
individuals, groups, and corporations. Purchases are 
made by funds raised through general solicitation to the 
community through our newsletter mailing and newspaper 
sale. Packages are prepared at our distribution center for 
pickup by recipients in mid-December. Food boxes for 
senior citizens and those with special needs are delivered.

President   Iris D. Thompson
Vice President   MaryAnn O’Rourke
Recording Secretary   Janice Berry
Corresponding Secretary   Beverly Johnson
Treasurer   Beverly Hawks
Director of Food Acquisition & Distribution   Fulton Smith
Director of Newsletter   Sydnee Thompson
Director of Newspaper Publication   Sydnee Thompson
Directors of Toys and Gifts   MaryAnn O’Rourke

Coordinators:
Dolls   Beverly Tucker
Human Services   Rhonda Terry 
Webmaster   Shakela Smith

Board Members:
Deborah Arndt, Mechelle Robertson,

Nikki Phillip, and Orza Robertson

Requests for assistance come from a range of ages, family 
units, and diverse cultures. Our clients include many 
single-parent families, families headed by unemployed or 
physically impaired breadwinners, as well as senior citizens. 
The incomes of all our clients fall within the federal poverty 
guidelines as established by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services.

There are plenty of opportunities for the community  
to participate in assisting the Southfield Goodfellows  
– you can:

• Donate money to the Southfield Goodfellows for the 
purchase of clothing gift cards for children and food 
gift cards for families, to supplement the items donated 
and purchased.

• Sponsor a “Giving Tree” – the Goodfellows will provide 
your organization with paper holiday ornament tags, 
each listing the first name, age, and gender of a specific 
child in the community, to purchase new items from a 
suggested wish list.

• Sew, purchase, knit, or crochet doll clothes – the 
Southfield Goodfellows purchase dolls that individuals 
and/or groups then dress for gifts.

Any one of these activities is a great way for either 
groups or individuals to lend a helping hand. To help the 
Southfield Goodfellows in future efforts or for further 
information, contact:

Southfield Goodfellows
P.O. Box 2336
Southfield, MI 48037
248-788-5899
or visit our website at 
www.southfieldgoodfellows.org

In 1946, a handful of concerned citizens of Southfield 
Township recognized the need to assist a small number of 
families for the Holiday Season. The group chose to pursue 
this mission by emulating the traditional Goodfellows 
program. Community, religious, and service organizations, 
as well as companies and local government, were each asked 
to commit two members to direct this effort. The response 

was overwhelming, and the Southfield Goodfellows 
organization was born.

Since those early beginnings, Southfield and Lathrup 
Village have become incorporated cities whose needs 
have grown along with their populations. We continue to 
expand our efforts year after year and tailor our program to 
meet the ever-changing needs of these communities.
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We Have Each Other  By Iris Thompson, Southfield Goodfellows President

I absolutely love the Christmas season, 
the picturesque view of everything covered 
in glistening snow…with the exception of 
the roads, of course. In spite of it being 
brisk outside, I feel all warm inside. Red, 
green, silver, and gold decorations and 
twinkling lights cascading from as far as 
the eye can see. The sounds of children 
laughing. Yummy cookies, chocolates, 
and other holiday treats to nibble. People 
seem to smile more as you pass them on 
the street. It is truly the season of love, 
fellowship, and giving. It is a time for 
families and friends to gather to enjoy 
good food and good conversation. It is 
a time to catch up, to reminisce on old 
times, and share hopes and dreams for 
the future. These are a few of my favorite 
things. After all, “It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year.”

This joyous holiday is also for the 
children. Snowmen abound and houses 
are lit and decorated with oversized, 
animatronic inflatable characters to draw 
more attention for the man of the hour. 
During the later hours of Christmas Eve, 
kids take over the kitchen to bake cookies 
only for “you-know-who.” There is the 
anticipation of Santa Claus coming to 
town and leaving presents. However, the 
seniors have a special place in our hearts, 
too. As our motto states, “No child or 
senior should be forgotten at the holiday 
season.”

In 2013, my family gathered to 
celebrate my grandparents’ 72nd wedding 
anniversary. After lots of food and laughter, 
my brother asked my then-91-year-old 

grandmother to tell his son what it was 
like when she was a girl. She told stories of 
growing up during The Great Depression 
with her seven younger siblings. She was 
responsible for looking after her brothers 
and sisters, which did not allow her much 
time to be a kid. Though times were hard 
for this family of 10, they still managed 
to have good times and create great 
memories. My 94-year-old grandfather’s 
childhood was similar. He, too, was the 
eldest of his siblings, the big brother to 
five. Both came from strong families, and 
they had each other.

Over the course of their long marriage, 
my grandparents raised a family that has 
grown to 20 members. We come together 
every holiday and every birthday, but 
we also come together when one of us 
is in need. Over the past 30 years, my 
grandparents faced a number of illnesses, 
three of which were different types of 
cancers. And through it all, they had each 
other, but they also had all of us—two 
daughters, three grandchildren plus their 
spouses, nine great-grandchildren, and one 
great-great grandchild—to care for them 
and love them.

As the eldest in both of their families, 
my grandparents were tasked with the 
care of their siblings. Sadly, in 2016, my 
grandfather passed. My grandmother 
felt alone, having lost her husband and 
being the sole surviving member of her 
immediate family. That led me to thinking 
about the seniors in our community. They 
may be in Southfield or Lathrup Village all 
alone, too, without their families. After all, 

many have settled here from distant lands. 
Some speak little or no English, making 
them feel even more isolated. I imagine it 
must be challenging and lonely for them, 
especially at this time of year.

But there is something we can do: 
We can reach out to the seniors in our 
community. After all, kindness is universal. 
Our seniors have much to offer us. We 
can benefit from their years of knowledge 
and experiences. They are our untapped 
treasures. Let’s embrace them as parts of 
our extended families. I am truly blessed 
to say that through my work with The 
Southfield Goodfellows, I have had the 
pleasure to meet and grow with a wide 
range of people from Southfield/Lathrup 
Village and beyond, and many of them 
have been much older than me. Every 
moment I’ve spent speaking with an elder, 
whether they were Goodfellows recipients 

or volunteers, has been a precious gift, and 
everyone would benefit from taking the 
steps to broaden their horizons in a similar 
way.

Please be a blessing to others and share 
with them what you can this holiday 
season. A monetary gift of any size would 
truly help our cause of supporting our 
seniors and families who are struggling 
financially and emotionally. Remember: 
True abundance isn’t measured by what you 
have, but rather by what you give. Please 
make your check or money order payable 
to the Southfield Goodfellows and mail it 
to P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037-
2336. If you prefer to donate securely 
online, go to www.southfieldgoodfellows.
org. Thank you for caring. Be blessed, 
and Happy Holidays! If you need more 
information, please leave a message on our 
24-hour voicemail at 248-788-5899.
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Remembering Director 
Joan Boufford

We are saddened to announce that Joan R.  
Boufford, who served as a member of 

The Southfield Goodfellows for 37 years and 
most recently as the Director of Newspaper 
Distribution, passed away Jan. 17, 2018, at 83.

Born on Jan. 14, 1935, Joan enjoyed staying 
busy, especially in her community. Her faith 
guided her to become a well-respected and active 
member of the Church of the Transfiguration 
in Southfield. She was also heavily involved 
in the Farmington Players, for which she once 

served as the Membership Director on the Board 
of Directors. Housed in a real dairy barn, The 
Farmington Players is now an equally intimate 
community theater experience, according to its 
website. Like the Goodfellows, its membership is 
composed 100 percent of volunteers.

Joan preferred to stay positive. She always saw 
the good in any situation, and she also saw the 
good in people, never speaking down on anyone. 
Joan was a genuine and beautiful person, both 
inside and out. She will be deeply missed by all 

who knew her, especially by her loving family. 

Joan was the beloved mother of Peter (Cristiane) 
and John (Allison), loving grandmother of Molly 
and Michael, and dear sister of Peter Bird and 
Ron (Peg) Bird. 

Donations in Joan’s name are appreciated to 
the Farmington Players or the Church of the 
Transfiguration. 

—Courtesy of McCabe Funeral Home

“For anyone who had the pleasure of 
auditioning or attending a membership 
meeting at the Farmington Players, Joan 

Boufford was always one of the first 
person to greet you. She always made you 

feel welcomed and encouraged you to 
come back again.”

—The Farmington Players Barn Theater
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Help Us Make A Difference — Join Our Team!

As an all-volunteer organization, The Southfield Good- 
 fellows depends on the community for our long-term 

sustainability — particularly, through the donation of mon-
ey, food, and gifts. We are extremely appreciative of all our 
supporters, many of whom have given our organization the 
resources to function for decades. Forgotten Harvest, for ex-
ample, has been a wonderful partner to us, but as of 2017, 
they have changed the conditions for which organizations are 
able to receive donated food from its pantries; they now only 
distribute free product to organizations that have multiple 
food drives throughout the year. 

Because The Southfield Goodfellows has only one an-
nual distribution event, we must now buy all of our food 
from Gleaners Community Food Bank in order to con-
tinue serving the same variety of items that have been a 
staple of our events in the past. This can cost well over 
$10,000, and unfortunately, as of early October, we did 
not have the funds to make such a purchase and we could 
not anticipate how successful our Newsletter and Newspa-
per Fundraising Drives would be. For this reason, families 
this year will be receiving Meijer gift cards only. We wish 
we could offer more, but we also deeply respect Forgotten 
Harvest’s decision as donations to food banks nationwide 
continue to plummet and they must figure out how to do 
more with less. 

That word, sustainability, applies to everyone attempt-

ing to do good in this world, 
which is why we need your 
help. If you can, consider 
setting up an automatic 
monthly Paypal donation to 
The Southfield Goodfellows 
— this allows us to plan more 
effectively for our event at the 
end of the year, knowing that 
we have the general operating funds to cover both emer-
gency and incidental expenses. Even as little as $1 helps 
more than you can imagine. 

But it’s also important to note that we consistently 
need volunteers who’re willing to lend their time to help 
us sort these donations, and also supervise our operations 
throughout the year in the form of our directorships. All of 
our partnerships with individuals, businesses, local govern-
ments, and other nonprofits are cultivated and maintained 
by these directors, and many of them are retirees or full-
time employees with their own loved ones to care for and 
responsibilities to attend to. Yet they still show up year after 
year to make sure those that are less fortunate can have a 
joyful and stress-free Christmas.  

As you can imagine, these are sometimes time-consum-
ing but always rewarding positions, and we would love to 
have dedicated community members step up and take the 

lead on some of our most crucial tasks. As of November 
2019, we are currently soliciting (unpaid) volunteers for 
the following: 

• Director of Newspaper Distribution 
• Director of Gifts and Toys 
• President 
• Additional long-term volunteers to assist as needed 

I came aboard The Southfield Goodfellows as the Direc-
tor of Newspaper Publication when I was still in college, 
studying to earn my bachelor’s degree in journalism. Since 
then, I’ve tried to use my particular skill set to increase both 
our offline and online presences and provide content that 
is informative and engaging for all our recipients and part-
ners. At 26, I am the youngest director of The Southfield 
Goodfellows by far. The Southfield Goodfellows welcomes 
volunteers of all ages and abilities, but my fellow millenni-
als have not only a unique opportunity, but responsibility 
to pick up where our predecessors have left off and effect 
positive change in our communities, especially in today’s 
high-stakes political climate. Are you up to the challenge?  

If you’re interested in joining The Southfield Good-
fellows for a seasonal, multiyear directorship, please 
contact President Iris Thompson at 248-788-5899 or 
iris.thompson@southfieldgoodfellows.org.

Tracing the Origin of The Timeless Goodfellows Tradition
There are dozens of Goodfellows chapters all over 

metro Detroit, but very few people know when 
or how the tradition started. Naturally, it began in the 
heart of the city as an organization founded by James J. 
Brady, a successful businessman, automotive pioneer, and 
tax collector who had sold newspapers on the streets of 
Detroit as a child.

As recounted in Old Newsboys’ Goodfellow Fund 
of Detroit: 100 Years by Lauren McGregor and John 
Minnis, in early December of 1914, Detroit News 
cartoonist Burt R. Thomas created an iconic image now 
known as “The Boy I Used To Be.” The cartoon shows a 
businessman holding hands with a young newsboy while 
they both carry newspapers. This image struck a chord 
with Detroit News readers far and wide and continues to 
be associated with the Goodfellows practice of selling 
newspapers to help aid sick and impoverished people 
during Christmastime.

 Thomas became a major promoter of the Old Newsboys’ 
Goodfellow Fund of Detroit, which had a sole mission 
of ensuring that there would be “No Kiddie Without a 
Christmas.” The original organization, now known simply 
as the Detroit Goodfellows, continues to support thousands 
of children and families every year. Other Goodfellows 

chapters, including the Southfield Goodfellows, operate 
independently, but that same mission has guided us to help 
everyone in need have a Merry Christmas…and we’ve been 
doing it for more than 70 years.

The volunteers that compose the Southfield Goodfellows 
pride themselves on being a part of such an important holiday 

tradition. We do not receive any financial compensation 
for our time or labor, and many of us wouldn’t take it even 
if it were offered. Instead, we remember the times when 
we may not have been so fortunate — and we do our very 
best to pay it forward, just as James J. Brady did over 100 
years ago. 

By Sydnee Thompson, Director of Newspaper Publication
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Having Trouble With:

Typos?

Grammar?

Plot?

No Problem!

Sydnee Thompson
Professional Editing
and Writing Services

ShadesofSydnee.com

/ShadesofSydnee

Mail donations to: Southfield Goodfellows, P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037 or visit www.southfieldgoodfellows.org10
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Is eating healthy too expensive? It doesn’t have to be if 
you are willing to follow three simple reminders — 

Plan, Compare and Prepare. If you follow these, you and 
your family can save money and eat healthier.

USDA’s ChooseMyPlate.gov includes information to help 
consumers like you get started toward a healthier lifestyle 
that can fit just about anyone’s budget. The tips and 
resources available can make it easier to control what you 
eat and how much you spend.

Consider these tips to get you started:

Plan
Before you go shopping, take 15-20 minutes each week 
to plan your meals and make a grocery list of what and 
how much to buy. Consider breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
and snacks for the week. Easy-to-fix recipes are avail-
able online. Include foods and beverages from the five 
food groups so you can get the nutrients you need. Read 
the Nutrition Facts label on the packaging, and go easy 
on foods with added sugars, saturated fats, and sodium.  
Consider meals like soups, salads, stews, or even stir fries 
to “stretch” expensive items into more portions.

Compare
Check the local paper or search online for coupons, sales, 
and specials. Use store loyalty cards and always bring 
your grocery list. For double savings, use manufacturer 
coupons during a store sale. Take time to compare unit 
prices listed on shelves to ensure you are getting the best 
price. Try to do your grocery shopping when you are not 
hungry and not too rushed. This will help you avoid im-
pulse buying and convenience foods, which will increase 
your food bill.

Prepare
Cut up fresh fruits and vegetables for quick snacks. 
Prepare meals that can be done in advance. Double up 
your recipes and freeze the leftovers for meals later in 
the week. For example, last night’s roasted chicken can 
easily become chicken salad or a chicken quesadilla 
later in the week.

Eating healthier and spending less is a breeze if you follow 
these tips to Plan before you shop, Compare options to 
find the best price, and Prepare meals that stay within 
your budget.

Healthy Eating on a Budget
Courtesy Robert Post, Associate Executive Director, USDA Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion in Food and Nutrition

Additional Tips

1. Buy in bulk. It is almost always cheaper to 
buy foods in bulk. Smart choices are family packs  
of chicken, steak, or fish and larger bags of potatoes 
and frozen vegetables. Before you shop, remember 

to check if you have enough freezer space.

2. Buy in season. Buying fruits and vegetables in 
season can lower the cost and add to the freshness! 
If you are not going to use them all right away, buy 

some that still need time to ripen.

3. Convenience costs... go back to the basics. 
Convenience foods like frozen dinners, pre-cut 

vegetables, and instant rice, oatmeal, or grits will cost 
you more than if you were to make them from scratch. 

Take the time to prepare your own — and save!

4. Easy on your wallet. Certain foods are typi-
cally low-cost options all year round. Try beans for 
a less expensive protein food. For vegetables, buy 
carrots, greens, or potatoes. As for fruits, apples  

and bananas are good choices.

• OLHSA - Human services agency. 196 Cesar E. Chavez Ave., P.O. Box 430598, Pontiac, MI 48343; 248-209-2600. 
www.olhsa.org/oakland-county

• Oakland County Health Department - 27725 Greenfield Rd., Southfield, MI 48076; 248-424-7000.  
www.oakgov.com/health/

• Lighthouse of Oakland County - Aids with immediate need for food; housing, utility, and medical assistance; trans-
portation; and variety of other crisis situations. 46156 Woodward Ave., P.O. Box 430508, Pontiac, MI 48342;  
248-920-6000. www.lighthouseoakland.org

• Catholic Social Services - Hispanic outreach, senior services, and family support.  
17500 W. Eight Mile Rd., Southfield, MI 48075; 248-552-0750. ccsem.org

• Legal Aid and Defender Association Inc. - Provider of free legal services and comprehensive legal advocacy.  
613 Abbott St., 6th floor, Detroit, MI 48226; 313-967-5555. semasg.org/lada/

• Community Network Services - Mental health care provider that identifies, supports, and promotes opportunities for 
eligible persons in Oakland County. 24600 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075; 248-745-4900.  
www.cnshealthcare.org

• Center for Empowerment and Economic Development (CEED) - Loan program and information.  
33109 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia, MI 48150; 734-677-1400. www.greatlakeswbc.org/programs/ceed-lending

• Michigan Department of Human Services - Food and cash assistance, child care subsidy, and emergency relief.  
333 S. Grand Ave., P.O. Box 30195, Lansing, MI 48909; 855-275-6424 (855-ASK-MICH).  
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71547---,00.html

—List condensed and adapted from OLHSA.org.

Area Resources
For Needy Families
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Advertise with the
Southfield Goodfellows!

Sponsors of our annual newspaper help offset the costs of production 
while exposing hundreds of readers to useful information and quality 

area businesses.

If you’re interested in sponsorship for 2019, please contact  
Sydnee Thompson, director of newspaper publication,  

at thompsonsydnee@gmail.com.

Fixed Route Service
Southfield
Route No. Route Name
275   Telegraph
400  Southfield - Orchard Ridge
405  Northwestern Highway
415/420 Greenfield - Southfield
710  Nine Mile Crosstown
730  Ten Mile Crosstown
740  Twelve Mile Crosstown
760  13 Mile / 14 Mile Crosstown
851  West Bloomfield/Farmington   
  Hills Park & Ride

Lathrup Village
Route No.  Route Name
420   Southfield
740   Twelve Mile Road

Connector
Service Description: Curb-to-curb, advance reservation 
service. Rides are available on a first come, first served basis.
Service Area: Within a 10-mile radius of your beginning 
destination.
Service Hours: Monday-Friday, 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Reservation Requirements: Call to reserve trip. For medi-
cal trips, passengers may call up to 6 days in advance. All 
others may call up to 2 days in advance.
Reservation Number: 866-962-5515
Hours: Monday-Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
SMART provides ADA Paratransit service in Wayne, 
Oakland, and Macomb counties for people whose disability 
prevents them from using SMART’s regular Fixed Route 
bus service. ADA Service is an advance reservation service 
providing curb-to-curb transportation to/from any address 
that is ¾ of a mile or less from a SMART regular Fixed 
Route bus stop. For more details, visit smartbus.org/Services/
ADA-Service or call 866-962-5515.

Community Partnership Program
Southfield
Provider: Transportation of Southfield Seniors
Address: 24350 Civic Center Drive, Southfield
Reservation Number: 248-796-4658
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Email: nmessina@cityofsouthfield.com
Website: www.cityofsouthfield.com
Office Phone Number: 248-796-4650
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Service: Door-to-door, advance reservation
Service Area: Municipal boundaries and the communities 
that border Southfield
Service Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Trip Reservation Requirements: Two weeks advance 
notice
One-Way Fare: $2.50 suggested donation
Assistance Provided: No
Wheelchair Accessible: Yes
Eligibility: Residents of Southfield ages 55+ and physically 
handicapped of any age.

Lathrup Village
For information on transportation to special events, call 
Lathrup Village Clerk’s Office at 248-557-2600 ext. 226.

SMART Bus Route Information

Southfield
26000 Evergreen Rd.
248-796-5000
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m.

Animal Control
248-796-5410
Court - 46th District
248-796-5800
Fire Department
248-796-5650 
Housing Commission
248-796-4170
Human Services
248-796-4540 
Library
248-796-4200 
Police Department
248-796-5500 
Public Works
248-796-4860  

Southfield Michigan 
Works!
248-796-4550

Southfield Library Hours
• Mondays & Wednesdays: 
1-9 p.m.
• Tuesdays & Thursdays: 
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
• Fridays: 1-5 p.m.
• Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
• Sundays: 1-5 p.m. (from 
September to May)

Lathrup Village
assistant@lathrupvillage.org 
27400 Southfield Rd.
Phone: 248-557-2600 
Hours: Monday-Friday,  
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Municipal Services

Mail donations to: Southfield Goodfellows, P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037 or visit www.southfieldgoodfellows.org12



2018 Operations Summary Fiscal Summary
Our mission is to ensure that no eligible child or senior 

in Southfield or Lathrup Village is forgotten during 
the December holiday season. This requires a never-ending 
effort to explore all possibilities for financial assistance, 
canned goods, nonperishable food items, toys, gifts, labor, 
and specialized support.

The team includes all volunteers, with no pay or health 
benefits, other than the intangible “heartfelt reward” 
received from giving of our time and talents in pursuit of 
the happiness of those families and seniors we can aid.

Many tasks must occur in order to reach our goal. This is 
a summary of our efforts for 2017: 

• Election of officers and outline tasks/key dates for  
current season, April 15.

• Prepare solicitation letters for outside foundations and 
corporations.

• Write newsletter articles and determine publisher.
• Bulk mail newsletter.
• Update and provide application form for candidates.
• Acquire a source and get a commitment for the 

Distribution Center location.
• Get contacts and commitments from schools and  

businesses for participation in toy drives.
• Get volunteers to sort incoming food items and prepare 

boxes for families with children (164) and seniors and 
families without children (206) for Distribution Day.

• Write newspaper articles, solicit ads, and determine  
publisher.

• Determine and get approvals for Newspaper Sale  
locations, September.

• Determine and get approvals for Newspaper Sale  
gathering place and return of canisters.

• Determine number of Newspaper Sale volunteers  
needed at each location.

• Newspaper Sales day, Nov. 26.
• Arrange for delivery of empty food boxes.
• Determine source for tables and chairs and arrange for 

delivery and return.
• Determine source for shopping and flatbed carts.

• Determine number and purchase dolls and doll boxes, 
as needed.

• Arrange for pickup/delivery of 117 dolls and doll boxes.
• Get volunteers to dress toys, gift wrap, and package for 

Distribution Day.
• Get Toy Donors and their commitments.
• Make Toy tags for Giving Tree Donors (416 children) 

and distribute.
• Arrange for pickup of toys and gifts.
• Get volunteers to sort toys and gifts, wrap gifts as  

needed, and package family items for Distribution Day.
• Prepare Distribution Center for Distribution Day.
• Distribution Day, Dec. 15.
• Wrap-up meeting to review lessons learned and plan for 

improvements, as needed.
• Start with the next year’s tasks…

2018 Fiscal Year Facts and Information
The list below is summary of the year’s highlights:

• Received several monetary donations ranging from $5 
to $2,000 from several businesses and individuals in the 
community.

• Served 958 recipients including 370 families — 206 
senior families and families without children and 164 
families with 416 children.

• Provided more than 5,040 pounds of food donated 
from Forgotten Harvest Food Bank.

• Provided $11,319.00 in food and clothing gift cards, 
which included a 4% discount from Meijer. Seniors 
and families without children received a minimum 
$5 in food gift cards per family member; food gift 
cards ranged in value from $5 to $75. Each of the 416  
children received a $10 gift card.

• Newspaper sales included several business locations.
•  Donors for toys and gifts included 19 businesses, organiza-

tions, churches, educational groups, and individuals.

INCOME:  $13,844.81

EXPENSES:
Administration  $1,895.10
Includes Accounts Audit, Insurance, Postmaster, Southfield
Department of Human Services (Urgent Needs Program), 
Annual Fees (Michigan Nonprofit Corporation and 
Southfield Chamber of Commerce), Telephone, Website, 
Hosting, and General

Fundraising  $ 1,964.00
Includes Newspaper and Newsletter

Distribution Center  $300.71
Includes Telephone, Utilities, and Miscellaneous

Food & Clothing/Misc.  $12,821.40
Includes Food & Clothing Gift Cards, Dolls, and 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL $16,981.21
BALANCE -$3,136.40

Note: Any remaining funds get transferred to the next year to cover expenses.

Mail donations to: Southfield Goodfellows, P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037 or visit www.southfieldgoodfellows.org 13



A Special ThanksThanks and Appreciation
As a nonprofit, every dime we spend on operational 

costs is one less dime that goes toward the needs of our 
families, so we are mindful of every expense. We have been 
so very fortunate to have companies that have supported 
our efforts. They’ve donated their products and services for 
many years, which have allowed us to provide the families 
with more food, gifts, and gift cards.

Please contact, hire, and recommend these very generous 
businesses:

Transwestern Property Management
3000 Town Center, Ste. 2500
Southfield, MI 48075
248-350-2222 | www.transwestern.com
Donation of office space to sort and pack food and gifts and 
distribute these items to the families.

Utica Rent-All
43961 Van Dyke Ave.
Utica, MI 48317
586-731-1111 | www.uticarentall.com 
Delivery and pickup of tables and chairs.

Meijer
28800 Telegraph Rd.
Southfield, MI 48034
248-304-9500 | meijer.com
Use of shopping carts and flatbeds.

Sam’s Club
22500 Eight Mile Rd.
Southfield, MI 48033
248-354-1108 | www.samsclub.com
Use of shopping carts and flatbeds.

We are extremely grateful to our ad patrons and to those who so generously help the Southfield Goodfellows:

All Individuals, Organizations, and Businesses that gave monetary donations.
All Individuals, Groups, and Clubs that worked at the Distribution Center.
All Individuals that helped with food deliveries to the senior apartments.
All Newspaper Sales Volunteers.
All Newspaper Advertisement Patrons.
All Office Building Owners and Managers where the Newspapers were sold.

AARP - Southfield Chapter
AHT LLC
Allie Bros. Inc.
Allyson Bettis
Altimetrik
Bank of New York
BASF
Celeste Johnson of Get It & Go Fitness
Church of Transfiguration
City of Southfield
Clarence Stone
Councilman Michael Ari Mandelbaum
Debbie Arndt
Denise Ruff
Denso International America Inc.
DeRoy & Devereaux
Ele-Peagler LLC - Bookkeeping and Tax Service
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
First Baptist Church
Forgotten Harvest Food Bank
Future Reproductions
Gabriel Roeder Smith & Co.
GEMS & JEWELS
Haber Cleaners
ImageSoft Inc.
John Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church and Beverly Tucker
Kappa Alpha Psi Inc.
Karen Sleboda
Keith Way
Kristina Koggenhop
Lathrup Women’s Club
Lawrence Technological University
MacArthur K-8 University Academy
Makyzz - Freepik.com

Mary Haraway
MaryAnn O’Rourke
Mayor Kenson J. Siver
Meadowbrook Insurance
Meijer
Michigan First Credit Union
Munson Cleaners
Novara Tesija PLLC - Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Open Market
Power Home Remodel
Powers Distributing Comp Inc.
Raven Braswell
Renee Bryant
Roloni’s Boutique
Ron Marceau
Sam’s Club
Shades of Sydnee
Sharon Hall
SKBK - Sotherby’s
Southfield Education Association
Southfield Emergency Management Department
Southfield Fire Department
Southfield Human Services
Southfield Parks & Recreation
Southfield Public Schools & Charter Schools
Sterling Place Retirement Community
Sydnee Thompson
The Rankin Family
Transwestern Property Management 
Utica Rent-All Inc.
Vassel’s Catering & Banquet Hall
Vibe Credit Union

As President of The Southfield Goodfellows,  
I wish you a warm, safe, and happy holiday!

Mail donations to: Southfield Goodfellows, P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 48037 or visit www.southfieldgoodfellows.org14



Share Your Own Giving Stories!
The Southfield Goodfellows 

understands and respects the 
sensitive nature of the work we do, 
which is why we pledge that identi-
fying information collected from our 
applicants and recipients will never 
be used for marketing or advertising 
purposes by either our own organi-
zation or any third party. When you 
fill out an application to receive food, 
toys, or gift cards from us, your data 
is carefully guarded and only shared 
with the small group of individuals 
needed to verify your economic sta-
tus and provide the relevant services.

Additionally, recipients are never 
visible in any of the photography or 
audiovisual materials that we use to 
market our organization on social 
media, in our annual publications, or 
on local news broadcasts.

 
That said, we are always open to 

feedback from the community on 
how we can serve our needy families 
and individuals better, or how we’ve 
succeeded in meeting their needs 
during the Christmas holiday season 
thus far. If you have received aid 
from the Southfield Goodfellows in 
the past, this year, or both, we’d love 
to hear from you! Many recipients 
have sent holiday and thank you 
cards to our P.O. Box to share how 
much our assistance has meant 
to them. Hearing directly from 
recipients helps us identify areas in 
which we can improve or aspects that 
we can — with the steady financial 
contributions of the community 
— expand upon. Whether your 
feedback is positive or negative, we 
welcome it. 

We’re particularly interested in 
hearing from recipients, past or pres-
ent, who’re comfortable sharing their 

stories publicly in our next newslet-
ter, newspaper, or on our Facebook 
page. Your testimonials would help 
us increase public awareness, further 
emphasize the importance of The 
Southfield Goodfellows to the com-
munity, and increase our regular pool 
of donors so we can make sure our 
program is not only sustainable but 
also growing for many years to come. 

If you’re open to providing your 
own testimony or being interviewed 
by one of our directors personally, 
please call 248-788-5899, email 
info@southfieldgoodfellows.org, or send  
a letter to: Southfield Goodfellows,  
P.O. Box 2336, Southfield, MI 
48037. And if you’re a donor or vol-
unteer, we want to hear from you, 
too! Let the world know how reward-
ing it is to ensure that no one goes 
without a joyful, stress-free Christ-
mas in metro Detroit.

Thank you to the Goodfellows  
for all their hard work.

Warmest thoughts and best wishes for  
the Very Best Happy & Healthy New Year!

—Michael “Ari” Mandelbaum,
Southfield Council President Pro Tem
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Thank You For Your Support! 


